
Always check with  each Forest Service office for 
fire restrictions and their dispersed camping rules. 
Additional “Leave No Trace” 
Information may be obtained from Forest Service 
offices. 
In order to help visitors enjoy their experience on 
the National Forest, the Forest Service and other 
agencies provide information regarding local 
conditions, please contact the nearest Forest Service 
office for current area information. 
Grand Mesa Visitor Center (970)856-4153 
 
Grand Valley Ranger District (970)242-8211) 
2777 Crossroads Blvd. Unit 1 
Grand Junction, CO.  81506 
 
Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison  NF 
Supervisor’s Office 
2250 Highway 50  
Delta  CO  81416 
(970) 874-6600 
 
e-mail questions to:  
r2_gmug_visitor_information@fs.fed.us  
 

PLEASE KEEP YOUR FOREST CLEAN 
Trash and litter detract from an area’s naturalness.                           

PACK IT IN, PACK IT OUT 

 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in 
all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
religion age., disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family 
status. (Not all prohibited basis apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities 
who require alternative means for communication o f program information 
(Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact the USDA’s Target Center at 
202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write 
USDA, Director Office of Civil Rights Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 
Independence Ave. SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 
(Voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Phone: 970/242-8211 
www.fs.fed.us/r2/gmug 

Caring for the Land and Serving People 

 
TIPS,  

Rules and regulations 
FOR ENJOYING DISPERSED 

CAMPING AND OTHER 
ACTIVITIES ON  

THE  
GRAND MESA & 

Uncompahgre 
NATIONAL  

FOREST 
 
 

 Radios and other musical instruments 
should not disturb other visitors 

 Fireworks are NOT allowed. 
 Leave the wildflowers for others to enjoy.  

Picking flowers and digging plants are not 
permitted. 

Eyes in the Woods 

Have you observed…. 
An unattended campfire? 
Someone cutting green trees? 
An ATV or motorcycle off designated 
trails or roads? 
A vehicle off route in a closed area? 
To report these or other violations, call 
the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and 
Gunnison National Forests 

CRIME HOTLINE 970-874-6714 
Details Help! 

Please tell us…. 
 WHAT you saw 
 WHO you saw 
 WHERE you  saw it 
 WHEN you saw it 
Also, give your name, address, and phone 
number.  Anonymity guaranteed, if re-
quested.  A law enforcement person will 
be in touch. 
 
Thanks for helping protect the forest and for 
keeping these public lands safe 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 
Grand  Va l l ey  Ranger  D i s t r i c t  

USDA Forest Service 
2777 Crossroads Blvd. Unit 1 
Grand Junction  CO  81506  



   Camping 
 
Please practice “Leave No Trace” 
when camping outside developed 
campgrounds.  By using “Leave No Trace” 
techniques, forest users leave the landscape 
appearing untouched. 
Dispersed camping is allowed in the Grand Mesa & 
Uncompahgre National Forest. You can set up your 
campsite within 300 feet of any designated road or 
trail, providing no resource damage occurs. 
Camping on the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre 
National Forest is limited to a maximum of 28 days 
in any 60 day period, after 14 consecutive days at 
a campsite, the campsite must be moved a 
minimum of 3 miles.  
 
DISPERSED CAMPING IS NOT ALLOWED ALONG 
THE ACCESS ROAD TO BIG CREEK 
CAMPGROUND(FDR 121.4A) AND ACCESS 
ROAD IN TO ISLAND LAKE BOAT LAUNCH ON 
THE GRAND MESA NATIONAL FOREST. 
 
 Pack N Pack Out 
 Keep soaps and detergents out of lakes and 

streams. 
 Camp at least 100 feet from water sources 
 Do not bury trash - bears can still find your 

scraps 
 Locate toilet at least 100 feet from water 

sources. Dig a small hole about 8” deep. Cover 
it with loose soil and debris after using. 

 Camp in area where resource damage will not 
occur (out of meadows and soft grassy areas). 

 

CAMPFIRES 
 If you need a campfire, please 

try to use areas that have 
been developed by others.  
Build campfire in the open areas and away 
from grasses, brush and trees, using a rock 
ring around your fire.  Scatter campfire ash 
around so it doesn’t pile up, and leave the area 
better than you found it.  Naturalize camp 
area before leaving. 

 Never leave the fire unattended and always be 
sure camp fire is completely out before leaving 
your campsite.  Extinguish fires by using 
water, or dirt.  

     Hiking 

 

 
 
 Please practice “LEAVE NO TRACE”  while hik-

ing. 
 Stay on designated trails while hiking or backpack-

ing. Walk single file in the center of the path. Leave 
only the lightest of footprints. Use existing trails. 
Don't shortcut switchbacks. 

 Stay on the trail if it is muddy or wet. Hike through 
it. If you walk around the mud the trail will widen 
and become even muddier in the future. Mud is part 
of the backcountry challenge. Wear waterproof boots 
and gaiters to protect your feet from mud and water. 
Stay on the trail! 
Take only pictures. Leave only footprints. 

 While hiking it is possible you will encounter other 
hikers; share the trail and be courteous.   

 Be prepared for changing weather conditions. 
 Travel with a companion and or leave word at home 

of your destination and time of return. 

Animals 
 Pets must be on a leash when in developed areas. 

(campgrounds, visitor center park-
ing lot, day use and picnic areas) 
Crag Crest trail is a developed 
area– pets must be on a leash .   

 Weed Free Hay and Pellets are 
mandatory on ALL  National Forest.  Call local For-
est Service office for list of  names that sell certified 
weed free Hay. 

 Keep animals at least 200 feet from water sources. 
 Move stock frequently, use a moveable pitchline, 

hobbles or high line for grazing. 
 No horse, mule, pack animals allowed in camp-

grounds.  
   

 

 
Motorized  
Travel 
 All motorized vehicles traveling within the National 

Forest, are restricted to designated roads and trails. 
 All forest visitors are encouraged to obtain a National 

Forest travel map  or  a Motor Vehicle Use Map.  
 OHV’s are allowed off trail/road up 

to 300 feet to access your campsite 
only.    

 All OHV’s on trails must be 50 
inches or less.  

 
Firearm Use  
 It is prohibited to discharge a firearm, or any other 

implement capable of taking a human life, in or 
within 150 yards of a building, residence, campsite, 
developed recreation site or other occupied areas. 

 From or across a Forest Service developed road or 
across a body of water adjacent there to. 

 In any circumstance where a person may be injured 
or property damaged. 

 In to or within any cave. 
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